Native Dead Mourned

Corroboree at Darwin

DARWIN, March 31.

Bathurst Islanders held a Pookaminnie funeral corroboree on Sunday afternoon, over 50 taking part. They had spent all the morning painting themselves, but heavy rain spoilt the decorations.

All marched to the rendevous, and arriving at the grave posts, the corroboree increased till all the devils were driven away by the noise. The posts were then uprooted, and carried to the graves, where there was more dancing and mourning.

The Bathurst and Melville Islanders are the only aborigines in Australia who hold the Pookaminnie ceremonies. Despite heavy rain, a large number of Darwin people attended the ceremony. 

The deaths and the burials had occurred weeks earlier and the ceremony was the official mourning for the dead and the erection of carved graveposts or totem poles.
